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VOL. XXIII AIR C-ORPS NEWS LETTER NO. 12. 

Information Division es Munitions Building 
Air Corps June 15, 1940 Washington, D.C. 
The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the 


lying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
---00c--- 


TRAINING PROGRAM FOR 


Under date of June 14, 1940, the Hon. 
Harry H. Woodring, Secretary of War,an- 
nounced a comprehensive program for 
training pilots and other aviation per- 
sonnel in connection with the Air Corps 
expansion provided by recent Congres- 
sional enactments. 

The plen for the exvansion of train- | 
ing facilities will provide for the jpro- 
duction of Air Corps pilots at the rate | 
of 7,000 per yeer. In addition, 3,600 
bombardiers and navigators will be 
trained annually. 

Primary training will be conducted as 
at present at civilian flying schools, 
which vill be materially expended to 
care for increased classes. Basic, ad- 
vanced end specialized training will be 

iven at three Air Corps training cen- 
ers, as follows: 

l. Gulf Training Center, Headquarters 
Randolph Field, Texas. 

2. Southeast Training Center, Head- 
quarters Maxvell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 

o. West Coast Training Center, Head- 
quarters at neffett Field, Calif. 

' The Air Corps Tacticel School at Max- 
well Field will be discontinued, effec- 
tive June SO, 1940. 

Hereafter Air Corps pilot training 
will be accomplished in four phases: 

10 weeks primary training at civilian 
flying schools, 

QO weeks basic training, 

1G weeks advanced training, 

5S weeks specialized training in com- 
bat types. 

The nine civilian schools at which 
pilots are now deing given primary 
training will continue in operation ex- 





penaed to the fullest possiole capaci- 
ty. Each will also open a branch 


school to accomnodate additional stu- 
dents. It is expected that by next No- 
vember 1,292 students will enter these 
schools every five weeks. 

_ #rom the civilian flying schools qual- 
ified cadets will be sent to one of the 
three training centers where they will 
be assigned to basic schools for addi- 
tional training, after which way will 
progress to advanced and thence to spe- 
Clalized combat schools. The existing 





ATR CORPS EXPANSION 


training center at Randolph Field is 
now in operation. The training centers 
at Maxwell Field and Moffett Field will 
open in September and October of this 
year, respectively. 

A school for Pursuit instructors will 
be established at Barksdale field, be- 
ginning December 1, 1940, and one for 
navigetors and bombardiers at the same 
station, beginning February 15, 1941. 
An additional school for Pursuit pilots 
will be opened later. , 

Present classes at the existing train- 
ing center at Randolph Field and those 
entering in June will receive their ad- 
vanced training at Kelly and Brooks. 
Fields, and their specialized traini 
with GHQ Air Force units. Subsequently, 
basic, advanced and specialized train- 
ing will be conducted under the three 
training centers. d 

The class entering the civilian pri- 
mary schools on August 3, 1940, will 
complete its training at_the three 
training centers in April, 1941, with 
ean estimated 475 graduating as military 
pilots. very five weeks thereafter 
classes will graduate,  Aeggnon in- 
creasing in size until the peak of 685 
pilots is reached by August 9, 1941. 

The class entering the civilian pri- 
mary schools on May 18, 1940, was in- 
creased from 395 to 466. Classes enter- 
ing thereafter will have the following 
strengths: 


June, . 1940 605 
Aueust, 1940 900 
September, 1940 1,100 
October, 1940 1,234 
Novellber, 1940 1,292 


and thereafter. 
Ground school instructors in primary 


schools will be increased from a pres- 
ent total of 20 to approximately 100. 


Flying instructors in these schools 
will be increased from a present total 
of 135 to 430. Flying instructors in 
basic and advanced flying schools will 
be increased from 240 to approximately 

»00 The employment of anproximate- 
ly 60 civilian navigation instructors 
is contemplated. 
---000—--— 
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ADDITION TC MOFFETT FIELD HOSPITAL 


| 





The construction of a new wing on the 
Moffett Field nospital, which will con- 
siderably increese the facilities, was 
started recently. 

A contrect for the construction of 
the new wing, and for some remodeling | 
work on the interior of the present 
structure, vas awarded to the Carl N. 
Swenson Co., of San Jose, Calif. ‘the | 
lov bid on the contract was $46,036. | 

The wing, to be located on the west 
end of the present structure, will be | 
34 ft. by 52 ft. in size, and. will - 
the hospital en added capacity cf 2 
beds. he addition will be of vood | 
construction with plaster and stucco 
finish. 
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NEW PHOTO SHIPS 





| 


j 


A new ppectal ty designed photograniic | 
plans, which will elininate the diffi- | 
culties formerly encountered in planes | 


vhich cid not have a sufficiently high | 
service ceiling and which were not | 
built with aericl photography in mind, | 
recently arrived at the Moffett Field 

Air Base end was assigned to Flight "EZ 


5, 
Photo Section. 





The new plane has a service ceiling 
of 30,009 feet, with a cruising speed 
of over 200 miles ner hour. Gnecial 
camera mounts are provided, with doors 
in the belly of the plane through which 
the pictures may be taken. 

Lieut. Zlvin F. Maughan, commendin 
the flight section, and ee Gecrge 
deVilbiss, crew chief, returned on June | 
eni from the factory with the plane. | 

Aerial surveys were formerly made 
from Observation type ships, on which | 
provisions had to ve mede for photogra- | 
phic work. ‘With the new planes, design- 
ed and built for the purpose, it is ex- | 
pected that aeriel surveys will be made | 
much more efficiently than before. A |! 
second ship of the same type will be 
assigned to the local base later. | 

---000-—— | 
ORDNANCE SCHOOL OFFICERS ON FLYING DUTY | 

Cept. Edward P. Mechling, commending 
the first platoon, Tenth Ordnance Ser- 
vice Company, recently announced that 
13 student officers of the School of 
Aviation Ordnance were recently attach- 
ed to Base Headquarters and First Air 
Base Squadron, Langley Field, Va., for 
temorary flying duty. 

These students are lst Lieuts. Wm. A. 
Davis, Henry W. Eerlong, Harry C.Porter, 
Field Artillery; Foster L.Furphy, Coast 
tillery; lst Licuts. Winston 2. 


R MOFFETT FIELD |t 


| Advencea Flying 


|Grunewala, W.C. 


|Field, Tex 





Vansant, end Lieuts. John F. Foy,‘ John 
G. Zierdt, Infentry; end Lieuts. George 
H. Minor, John B. Nance, Don R. Ostrand- 
er, Paul W. ppegeeten- aah Cavalry. 


MR. DAVISON VISITS GHQ AIR FORCE CHIEF 


Mr. F. Trubee Davison, former Assis- 
tant Secretary of War for Aeronautics 
during the Hoover administration end 
now head of the American Museum of 
Natural History, New York City, arrived 
at Langley Field, Va., on May <8th, by 
private yacht from Long Islend, N.Y. He 
was accompanied by Mr. James Lee, a Nev 


York banicer, and frs. Lee. The yacht 


'was anchored in Bock River off the 


shore from the Enlisted Men's Service 
Club. irs. Davison arrived the follow- 
ing day by plane from New York to join 
ne party, the members thereof being 
the guests of Major General and Mrs. 
Delos C. Emmons. The four visitors 
remoined at Langley Field for several 
days end then returned to New York. 
---C00-—= 


MORE INSTRUCTORS FOR ADVANCED FLYING 
SCHOOLS 


The five Sections of the Air Corps 
Schools, Kelly and 
Brooks Fielas, Texes, were increased by 
13 new flying inssructors, ell of when 
are Reserve second lieutenants wao are 
on extended active duty end assigmed to 
Headquerters, Air Corps Advencea Flying 
Schools. These mor,and the sections to 
which they were assiged, are: 

To Section I: C.L. Abercrombie, F.H. 
Bounds and F.C. Fay; 

To Section II: F.X. Bradley and P.P. 
George; 

To Section III: J.B. Riley, R.T. 
NceYee eniR.M. Snow; 

To Section IV: A.F. Gordon and C.F. 
MeKenne, III. 

T™ Section V at Brooks Field: K.F. 
Stroud and Robert 
Sonentielc. 

---000--- 


"WHISTLE WHILE WE WORK" SQUADRON 


The 63rd School Squadron at Nelly 

, is a very radio-minied or- 
ganization. Every department end han- 
sar is equipped with a streamline, push- 
acvton radio. Even tho the mecn- 
ics are performing a routine inspecéion, 
changing a generator, chenging 44 en-, 
rine, or "wnet-have-you," they can still 
isten to the baseball gemes, or per- 
haps a little "swing." "We are known 
as the ‘whistle while we work! Squad- 
ron," declares the News Letter Corres- 





Maxwell, Merle R. Williams, Corwin F. 


J pondent. 


V-8491, A.C. 

















THE LONG WAY FROM HERE TO THERE 
By Bruco D. Biddlesomb, 
Flying Cadet, Class 40-B. 


: 
i 
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Perhaps one would presvme that a per- Ah! What is that away over on our 
son of my meager experience could hard- | left side? It looks like a river, and 
ly be qualified to expound on the sub- | a tom on the other side. With a song 
ject of navigation. % such a one may | in our heart (:mst have been "Dow 
rest assured that I was prevailed upon | Mexico Yay), we aim our trusty ship in 
to do so only after I had convinced | that direction. 
others, and myself, that there is a | Much to our chagrin, we find that 
long and a short way. And the long way | what we hoped was a tow is naught but 
is ee but 7 aps not plausible. | a large rench. , you don't suppose 

If you will follow me step by step, I | we are in Mexico, ou? Hmm could 
am sure that my system of navigation ibe, but look! There far to the north, 
will be no clearer to you than it is to | doesn't that look like a tom? Let's 
me. How can one travel from Kelly Field) have a look. 
to Crystal City, from Crystal City to With eyes glued to this resemblance 
Fort Clark, and’from Fort Clark to =| of a tom, we do not at first realize 
Kelly Ficld and still don that experi- | that on across the river from it is an 

enced traveler's air - having flown"via | even larger tom. But as we draw near- 
Mexico?" er, of course, we see it. Now, where 

Now, before starting on a cross- | do you suppose we are? 
country, we must very carefully prepare Well, let's cross the river and check 
our course. We mst figure the true | the larger tom. We start a wide 
course and from this derive our magnetic | circle around the tom, or should we 
course. When this is done, we wil say city? <Anyvay, we see two big white 
pick out a good many check points along | tanks on the tien side. Let's take a 


our course. If you are at all vague to | look at the map. -Ah! Here are two 
the purpose of check points, then please | white tanks indicated, but they are at 
let me elucidate. 'Del Rio! Perhaps we had better inves- 
Check. points are the "mile post" of (tigate further. I say, that looks 
four progress along the course. Please like an airnort down there! Yes, sure 
on't consider them too lightly. Of | enough, it is! And there, painted on 
course, all they do is tell you where the roof of a building, is Bel Rio. 
you are. If that does not interest you,; It is a matter of a fer minutes until 
then just disregard them. (This will be we arrive at Fort Clark. At Fort Clark 
illusl fated leter in the discussion.) (it is necessary thet we land and refuel, 
Well, we heve our course nlotted, our | we we have only about forty gallons of 
check points designated, and our esti- | gas left. 
mated time of arrival at these check |. after refueling, we take off for 
points. Other pertinent data, such as (Helly Field. ‘Te are very careful to 
winds aloft, deviations, etc., are taken) check our check points now, and arrive 
into consideration. 'at Kelly without difficulty. Now,then, 
Ah, it is one o'clock! ‘Ve take off! {can anyone doubt that such —— 
After climbing to our assigned altitude,’ is possible? Or is there doubt 
we head our course. At this time there , Sut there is ons tying that mst not 
is no thought, such as "Navigating via (be doubted. If you would not terminate 
Mexico," to trouble us. Good spirits your navigation problem in this manner: 


and confidence abound. | "CHECK YOUR CHECK POINTS!" 
Everything is running smoothly. Our = am 

check points ere checking, our motor is | 

motoring, etc. At last, under our left = MORE SPACE FOR GLENDALE DETACHMENT 

Wing is Crystal City. And.so, it is | ok. 

with confidence that we turn towards | Negotiations are virtually completed 

Fort Clark. What's that? Well, it ifor a 375-acre airport at Ontario, 

must be in the general direction of |Calif., for the use of Flying Cadets of 

Fort Clark. |the Glendale, Calif., Detachment, ac- 


The check points have quit checking! (cording to an announcement made by 

Oh, well, the motor is still motoring, (Major C.C. Moseley, owner of the Cal- 

so maybe that last check point, Fort |Aero Corporation, the contract school. 

Clark, will be visible at the required | Hengars, shops, and maintenance equip- 

time. We carry on. “ey ‘ment to the extent of a quarter of a 
Ho-m, what's this! Our time is up, jmillion dollars, are to be built at the 

but we can't see Fort Clark. In fact, ‘field, it was announced. 

we see nothing that resembles civiliza- | 

tion, except a few small roads here and | ---000--- 


thane. 
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COLLEGE DETAILS FOR ATR CORPS OFFICERS 


Under Speciai Orders of the “ar De- 


i 
partment, receutly issued, eleven Air | 
rps officers were detailed to attend 
suumer courses ani rerular courses of 
instruction at civilian educsiional in- | 
stitutions, as indicated below, viz: | 
To_th CaLifornis ines itute of Tech- | 
noLlosy., Pasadena, Cailr.: 
~ ist licuts. Pail H, Dene, from Chenute | 
Field, Il1., and Howard M. McCoy,fron | 
Wright Field, Chio, to pursue summer | 
course end regular course in Asronaut- 
ical Rn¢-ineering. 

ist Licuss. Joan X. Arnold, dr. »from. | 
Lancley Field, Ya.; end Norman C. 
Spencer, 22ni Chservetion Squadron, | 
Brooks Field, Texes, to pursue summer 
course of instruction in ieathematics | 
end regular course of instruction in | 
Meteorology. | 
fo the University of Michigan, Ann | 
Arbor, Mich.: 
~ end Lieuts. Clarence A. Neely, Marvin | 
C. Demler and Harold 5. Watson, from | 
Matericl Division, Wright Field,C., 
to pursue summer course and regular 
course in Aeronautical Ineineering. 
To Massachusstts Institute or Techmolo- 
ambriags, ‘iass.: 






















st! s. William W. Jones, Lewis | 
L. Mundell and James Y. Tweddell,ZJr., ; 


from Mitchel Field, N.Y¥., and 2ad 
Lieut. James B. Baker, from Scovtt 
Field, I11., to pursue summer course 
of instruction in Mathematics and 
regular course of instruction in 
Mcteorolozy. 

---000-—— 


THE AIR SHOW AT BOLLING FIELD 


he Army Air.Corps Exhibit at the 
Air Show at Soliing Field, D.C., during 
the period May 26 - 39, 1940, consisted | 
of oan Al'-6 airplane suspended from the 
Ceiling of the hanger in diving position 
as though it were making a turn around 
& pylon which was placed a short dis- 
tance fron it. The propeller was re- 
placed by a circvlar piece of glass 
which guve the avpearance that the pro- 
peller was turning over. The Link 

4 Asy 2T; ‘ r 73 
srainer, Ordinerily used at Boliing 
Fiela for instrument flying training, 
was on exhibition, along wita the | 
Gordon-Bennett International Aviation 
Trovhy, the Locatelli Trophy, the i 
Collier Trophy 2nd the Snokane 
Spokesmen-Review Trophy. The Army ex- 
hibit also included displays in connec- 
tion with the recently established sys- 
tem of training Army pilots at civilian | 
flying schools prior to entrance at 

N 


| 
| 


Rendoloh Field. : 
The Navy exhibit included scale models 
of a number of Navy airplanes and scale | 





ie aed 


‘models of the Aircraft Carrier "USS 


hangar at the Neval Air Station at 
Lakehurst, N.J., the Naval Aviation In- i 
| oo, equipment used in connec ! 


'play of stamps and Air Mail covers, in- 
, cluding covers on the first eir mail 


| gutcgyro 


| in diameter end has a carrying canacity 
'of more than 79,000 pounds. 
| Steel Cornoration Exnibit included an 


i ths Shor. 


'for private use. 


| the other day. 


Yorktowa" and the Cruiser"USS Wichita." | 
MoGels of the "USS Akron," the airship 


tion with Naval aviation were alse in- 
Cluded in the Navy exhibit. 

The exhibit of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics included work- 
ing models of a wind tunnel, seaplane 
testing tank and a free-spinning wind 
tunnel. 

The U.S. Coast Guard exhibited pic- 
tures of the Coast Guard aviation in 
— and cauipment used by the Coast 

ord. 

The Fost Office Department had a dis- 


flights. A postal station was estad- 
lished, and covers for the demonstra- 
tion flishts between Tolling Field and 
Vashineton Airnort were solu. ficial 
cachets were anplicd to all philatelic 
mail. A cachet of different design vas 
epolied to covers transvorted on the 
planes and those transported 
on the pick-up planes. 

Other exhibitors were Martin Aircraft, 
Pendix Preducts, Pioneer Instrument 
Company, Haniltor, Standara Provellers, 
Goodrich end Firestone Rubber Companies, 
which included one of the tires made 
for the Army B-19 airmlene now under 
construction. This tire is $6 inches 
; he if oe 
airplane wing anc other airnlane parts 
made of steinless steel, using a new 
process called "Shotweld" instead of 
rivets. Other exhibits, too numerous 
to mention, made up the remainder of 


A wunber or different types of Amy 
airplenes were on exhibition outside of 
the hangars, elong with a TWA Strato- 
liner and a Nevy Patrol-Bomber, also a 
number of other eirplanes manufactured 


Included in the Show's program were 
flights to tae field of Air Corps wits 
at Langley and Mitchel Fields and units 
of the U.S. Navy end Marine Corps. 
Searchlight and anti-aircreft missions 
were performed by the Netional Guard. 

The Show was oificially closed at 
11:00 p.m., May oth. 

---000--- 


Captain F.H. Smith, of the 36th Pur- 
suit Squadron, Langley Field, brought in 
a snveniing new AT-e from the West Coast 
Seys the News Letter 


Corresvondent: "The 'Peeno and Squint ' 


boys will now have the long awaited op- 
portunity to do more squinting and less 
peeping in aship.equipped for blind flying.” 
v-8491, A.C. 














THE THIRD ARMY MANEUVERS 
By the Barksdale Field Correspondent 


| 
| 
An armada of approximately 320 fight- | 
ing ships of the J.S. ’ ir ~ as | 
sembled at Barksdale Field, La., May 
23rd to 25th, inclusive, during the | 
Third Army Maneuvers, end gave the na-_ |, 
tion its first demonstration of complete | 
military maneuvering, plus a simulation | 
of the land and air operations which 
have been going.on in Europe. 

Three Vint Headquarters were esteb- | 
lished at Barksdale Field as a.complete | 
general air force, with Brigadier Cen- | 
eral Frederick L. Martin, Air Commander. | 

The provisional fighting unit took to 
the air on the morning of May 24th to 
participate in preliminary bombing, 
ground strafing, reconnaissance and. 
pursuit fighting. The following day the | 
Combat armada swept through the mock | 
war area in simulated total air and. 
land "blitzkrieg." Individual planes | 
in various flights went wing tip to 
Wing tip in the final smash, while on | 
the ground tenks, horse and mechanized | 
cavelry, foot and mechanized infentry, | 
field ertillery, macnine gun mits end 
truck trains staged what was th 
moving attack and retreat ever demon- 
streted in the United States. 

Setting up the provisional Air Force 
et Barksdale Field was accomplished 
with smoothness and sneed. tinder the 
command of General Martin were three 
Provisional “Yings. The Pursuit Wing, 
comprising 126 fast Fighters, was the 
Second Wing, under the command of Bri- 
gadier General Arnold ll. Krogstad, nor- 
mally Commending General of the Second 
Permanent Wing Geary Bombardment) at 
Lengley Field, Ve. The First Provision- | 
al wing, Heavy Bombardment, was made up | 
of four-motored Pombers from General 
Krogstad's normal commend. It was un- 
der the command of Major Harold L. 
George. The Third Provisional Wing. 
with medium and light Bombardment _ 

lanes, was under the command of Colone: 
ohn C. McDonnell, normally commander 
of the Third Bombardment Group at Barks- 
dele Field, La. 

In addition, there were the usual re- 
connaissance units, headed by the 16th 
Reconnaissance Squadron, Barksdale 
Field. 

The personnel demonstrated highest ef- 
ficiency throughout the maneuvers. The 
work of assembling this force by racio 
orders in approximately 18 hours from 
the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, tne 
Canadian Border and Virginia, was a 
masterpiece of execution by the GHQ 
personnel. 

The air end of the Maneuvers was car- 
ried out splendidly. To the spectator 
it was a wonderful sight as the planes 


| 


| 
5 


' supervision of Sergeant Joseph 


| Harry A. Mintz, 
| Sladek, Hqrs. and Hars. 


| Air Base Squadron (Double 


| led cavalry, tanks and infantry of a 
Red Army of 50,000 men against a re- 
| treating Blue army of 40,000, theoret- 


ically eorrene tons of explosives and 
firing thousands of rounds of machine 
gun fire at fleeing troops. 

The 16th Provisional Observation 
Squadron, orgenized for the Third Army 
Maneuvers, and composed of members of 
the 27th Bombardment Group (L), Barks- 
dele Field, La., has been laid to rest. 
This Squadron was the — of both the 
Blue and Red forces dur ng the Maneuv- 
ers. Satisfactory operations of the 
ceommmications section, under +. able 
Landry, made it possible for the red 
and blue pins marking the battle area 
on the operations wall map to be con- 
tinually on the move. Not a message 
was lost. . 

Under the direction of Major Y.A. 
Pitts, Group Operations Officer, air- 
plenes commrising the 16th § n 
Shuttled back and forth covering 
thousands of miles of terrain and 
bringing in the bacon in the form of 


| photographs of every important obdjec- 
fastest ! t 


ive passing under their wings. 


During the Third Army Maneuvers, the 


| 8th Bombardment Squadron (L), Barks- 


dale Field, La., saw action actually 
as a Light Rombardment Squadron, usin 
A-18's exclusively. A wide variety o 
missions were flomm, such as attacirs 
on enemy airdromes, tank organizavions, 


| anti-aircraft batteries, convoy trucks 
| and ground strafing of troops. 
| "Jeeps" have performed creditably,too, 
/ thanxs to superb maintenance. 


The 


-—-000-—- 
VORB TELETYPE OPERATORS QUALIFY 


Licut. Wendell W. Bomnan, commanding 
the end Commniceations Scuadron. and 
principal director of the LengleyField 
school for training teletype operators, 
announced that 15 ‘Air Base enlisted 
men were recently examined in the op- 
erating and procedure of teletype ma- 
chines and were found qualified as ex- 
Der senene operators, viz: Robert &. 

dams, George =. Clemens, Roger J. 
Evans, 36th Pursuit Squadron; Wm. C. 


| Brunner, Wm. E. Fleming and gO 


Lishman, Hgrs. and Hgrs. Sqdn., 3t 
Fursuit ree Teddeus M.Domzalski, 
Francis K. McCown and Joseph H. Walsh, 
Hors. and Hgrs. Sqdn., ond Bomb.Group; 
Donald V. Goodhart, 96th Pomb. Sqdn.; 
Joseph Ma,jchrowskd , eend Pursuit Sqdn.; 
John Park and Robert F. 
Sqdn., GHQ; 
end Hal A. Tremer, Base Kars: and lst 
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COL. LARNER BECOMES MANAGER OF TH® NAA | made a confidential gr | and report 
) 


J; 'for the Chief of the Air Corps on the 
Moving to expedite cooperation for Aviation Expansion Progran. 
nationel defense, as well as to promote | | He has traveled extensively in South 
ell phases of civilian aviation, the fein end Mexico, as well as in 


National Aeronautic Association, through | Europe, studying social and_economic 
its president, Captain Gill Robb Wilson,| conditions end with particular atten- 
ennounced the appointment, effective {tion to the development of avietion. 
June 3, 1940, of Lieut. Colonel G. 
deFreest Lerner, Air Reserve, as Gener- | 
al Manager. 19TH AIR BASE SQUADRON MOVES TO 

A native of Washington, D.C., and son | M@CHORD FIELD. 
of the late Robert Martin Larner, noted | 
newspaper correspondent in the National |. After weeks and months of rumors, the 
Capital and charter member of the Crid- | 19th Air Base Squadron started riding 
iron Club, Colonel Larner has been con- | the reilroad wheels for their new home 


tinuously identified with aviation at McChord Field, Tacoma, Wash., the 
since 1917. | trein leaving Hamilton Field, Calif., 


During the World Wer, Cel. Larner was | on the morning of June 4, 1940. The 
a corporal in the famous lafayette Es- | special troop train bounca for the | 
cadrille, French Flying Corps, end Can- | northwestern station carried 196 enlist- 
tain in the 103rd Pursvit iron, U.S.) ed men of the lower grades, 5 Staff 
Air Corps. He is officially credited bye gee end one officer, <nd Lieut. 
with the destruction of seven enemy iT. S$. Morse. The News Letter Corres- 
planes, and was awarded the Distinguish-| pondent states that this ms probably 
ed Service Cross with Bronze Oak Leaf, | the first time that the Air Corps ever 
the Croix de Guerre with three Palms, | traveied in such elaborate style in 
end three Silver Star citations. Upon | such lerge numbers. 
his return to the United States in 1919, Tke rescurcefvl Sgt. Laney and his 
he was made Chicf of Pursuit Training || three capeble cooks, Pvts. Ist Class 
for the Army Air Corps. He resigned | Hamilton, Alderson and Sages, bore the 
his commission in September of that ‘brunt of the triv by oy to feed 
ear to complete his university educa- (| this mmgry personnel for the 24-hour 
ion at Columbia, from which he gradu- (| duration of the trip. The train, made 
ated in 1921, having specialized in /up of six Tourist Sleeping cars, one 
commercial and investment banking, cor- | dining car and one baggage car, travel- 
ration finance and accounting. From ed by the way of Napa Junction to 
921 to 1920, Col. Larner was with the | Davis, and then northward. The dining 
Guaranty Trust Comoeny of New York end (car is one used by the railroad for 
Brown Brothers and Company, of New York | feeding groups of C.0.C. men. It is 
City, resigiing as manager of the bond | arranged with two long tables and 
department or the latter firm when it | benches built the full length of the 
was merged with W.A. Harriman & Co., in | car on each side. Rations for the trip 
1930. i were taken from Hamilton Field. A por- 
_ Col. Larner's public service career (ter kept the car clean, saw to it that 
included work with General Hugh S. | the ice box was filled and placed water 
Johnson as a Deputy N.R.A. Administra- (in the kitchen containers. Each of the 
tor, as Secretary of the Industrial Re- | Tourist Sleepers carried a porter. 
lations Committee of the Business Advis-' In addition to the personnel travel- 
- ory Council, and as Special Assistant | ing by rail, 6 officers and_39 enlisted 
to Administrator John D. Biggers of the | men of various grades traveled to 
Unemployment Census. Since 1938, he | McChord Field by private conveyance. 
S 





een Special Assistant to Adminis- | oe 
trator Nat Straus, of the United ‘ 
Col. Larner has approximately 2,000 | 
flying hours to his credit, and as a | Announcement was made at Moffett 
Reserve officer has maintained his fly- ,Field, Calif., that 115 new Arny offi- 
ing proficiency in the latest Army |cers, all members of the latest class 


equipment. He has a blind fi ring cer- to graduate from the Air Corps Trainin 
tificate from the Bolli Field School, Center, will arrive at that field abou 
end uses beam and radio facilities when July ist. These officers are bon 
oayine- In the past six years he con- | Sent to Moffett Field for permanen ‘ 
pleted four Air Corps active duty train-|duty, end will receive le wecks of in- 
ing periods of two weeks each, and re- tensive training prior to being assign- 
cently returned from two weeks! flying ed to tactical units. rig 4 will . 
service with the GHQ Air Force at form tactical duties with the 20th and 
Lengley Field, Va. In October, 1939,he ics Pursuit Groups and 82d Obs. Sqdn. 
™_— V-8491, A.C. 
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THE PROBLEM OF RAIN, SNOW, AND DJST STATIC 
By the Wright Field Correspondent 


All pilots have noticed that in some 
conditions of flying in rain, snow, or : v 
dust, radio interference is experienced | tion of the compass on "Rec. Loop" 
which seriously interferes with radio | usually reduce such static to a point 
reception and frequently gets so bad as | Where it is possible to follow the 
to block out all reception. At other radio range. However, for operation of 
times, when flying in rain, no interfer the communication equipment additional 


ratory that under conditions of rain, 


| 
| snew, and dust static the above opera- 
wi 


ence is experienced and the radio is | devices, such as trailing wire discharg- 
clear as a bell. | ers are necessary. 

The first condition is caused by the The second method involves use of 
airplane flying in a heavily charged trailing wire dischargers which are let 
atmosphere. The charged rain, snow,and | out —— the tail cone of. the air- 
Gust particles in this atmosphere im- | plane. Three types of such ae 

inge on the airplane structure and are now being tested by the Aircraf 


ransfer their charge to the airplane, | Radio Labora rg! to determine if they 
resulting in the case of large eirplanes can be aflapted to meet the requirements 
in a charge on the airplane of as much | of military aircraft. Two of these can 
as 100,080 volts. Radio interference | be reeled in and out for perpetes a : 
is caused when this charge leaks off test. The third type is the Bendix 
from rivets or sharp edges of the air- | trailing wire disciarger which when re- 
plane structure. leased stays behind the ship and is 
It is necessary to differentiate be- | usually broken off on ASG SDE- The 
tween thunderstorm static and rain,snow,! Bendix discharger is ten feet long. 
end dust static. Thunderstorm static Five feet consist of carbon impregnated 





is caused by electric discharges be- | cord, rubber covered for weather pro- 
tween clouds or between clouds and the | tection, and five feet of .05 stranded 
eround. Usually, this form of static ‘steel wire with a small paper cup on 


Oes not block out all recention because} the end. When the pilot tarows a 
between crashes sufficient quadrental 
identification can be heard to permit 
flying a radio range for short distanc- 
es of, for exemole, 50 to 100 miles. It 
may, however, prevent voice communica- f 
tion. Very little can be done to elim- | furnish discharge points smaller than 
inate the bad effects of thunderstorm eny other points on the structure of 
static on low frequencies. ‘11 forms | the aircraft and to locate these points 
of static will be reduced to a negii- | far enough away so that the field set 
gible degree of intensity if and when | up by the discharges from them will be 
our commmications operate on wltra | attenuated to a low value when it 
ne frequencies. | 

here are two methods at .the present | 

time of cutting dow interference of 
radio reception caused by rain, snow, | SAI B-17 BOMBER AT SAN PRANCISCO FAIR 

| 

! 


switch, a fuse is burnt out which caus- 
es a spring to trip ana eject the dis- 
charger. The Bendix type is extensive- 
ly used by United Airlines. The theory 
behind trailing wire discharger is to 


| reaches the rn antenna. 


and dust static: use of the radio com- | ' ‘ 
pass on "Rec. Loop" and use of trailing | Hamilton Field is well represented at 
wire dischargers. | the San Frencisco Yorld's Fair, with Lt. 
For the first method, use the radio {| ‘V.R. Stark, Sth Air Base Squadron, and 
Compass and place on "Rec. Loop." If | Lt. John Z. Dougherty, 11th Bombardment 
loop is rotatable as on B-13 or C-39 | Squadron, who are assisted by Sgt. 
éirplanes, rotate the loop until plene | Um. E. Bostwick, 2end Bomb. Squadron; 
of loop points toward desired station, ‘Staff Sgt. Nolan E. Thibodeaux and Set. 
that is, on 90 or 270 degrees for sta- | Elden W. Meeker, 9th Bomb. Squadron; 
tions in direction of flight. If loop | Sgt. Howard D. Nichols and Cpl. Albert 
is not rotatable, as for example on | J. Alexander, 11th Bomb. Squadron; < F 
BC-lA or A-17 airplanes, turn airpleme | Renhart E.. Melartin and Cpl. Robinett A 
until fore and aft axis of the fuselage | Potts, Hars. and Hars. Squadron, and 
is perpendicular to airplane radio sta- | Pvt. Dallas ©. Hawley, 88th Reconnais- 
tion line. The compass loop has an | Sance Squadron. The B-17 plane used at 
electrostatic shield which reduces sta- | the Fair last year was reconditioned at 
tic pickup. As we all know, loop an- | the Sacramento Air Depot and is now on 
tennas have their maxima signal pickup | exhibition at Treasure Island. More 
when the plane of the loop is pointed than 1,600,000 sightseers went through 
toward the desired station. It is the | this Bomber last year. The plane was 
experience of the Aircraft Radio Labo- | transported by river barge. 
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CHANUTE FIELD POPULAR WITH VISITGRS 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Testimory as to the popularity of 
Chamute Field with civilian visitors 
ay be found in the many letters on 
file in the Public Relevions Office, 
Chanute Field Branch of the Air Corps 
Technical School, Rentoul, f11. Un- 


doubtecly, the forexost reasen for this | 


may be attributed to the fact that we 
are fortunate enough te heve the ovlk 
of the Air Corns Technical Schools lo- 
cated here. The generel public has 
come to regard Chanute Field as the 
university of the Army Air Corps, and, 
in full consideretion of the advantages 
offered the enlisted men of the Air 
Corps through the schools ai this sta- 


| time touring the School facilities. Of 
| this number, it is conservatively esti- 
mated that 75 percent were high school 
youngsters. Hqually as popular with 
Clubs, Rotarian zroups, etc., are the 
adéresses given dy Chenute Field offi- 
Cers, and during the above mentioned 

| period ten velks were made by officers 
|Of this station. 





---000--- 
| AT-6 AIRPLANE DELIVERED TO 22D PURSUIT 
"After weeks of rumors," says 


|the Nows Letter Correspondent of the 
cond Pursuit Squadron, Lengiey Field, 
Va.,"we finally have our AT-6, which 
will soon be out for a 40-hour check. 
All. of the boys in the Squadron have 


tion, this scarcely seems to be an Over-| been checked out in it and are building 


statement. Also of wide interest is 
the large scale exvansion program in 
progress. 

We quote verbatim two of the letters 
we have on file, because they are rep- 
resentative of all letters and of gen- 
eral interest. The first lotter, from 
the Physics Instructor, Burlington 
Junior College, Burlington, iowa, is as 
follows: 

"Narr we thank you agein for your 
courtesy last Tuesday? Ovr students 
have shom that they wy ot ag the trip 
to Chanute Field, and there is much 
evidence that they learned as mca as 
they could assimilate in one day. Ser- 

eants Dysinger in Mechanics and 
orton in Commmications were such 
valuable guides thet ve had troudle to 
get the students avay." 

In this instence, Chanute Field not 
only gained the good will of the visit- 
ing group, but a bit of publicity as 
well. The second letter, a request for 
& speaker, _is gucted as follows: 

As chairmen of the Mav a com- 
mittee for Rotary, I am interested in 
securing a good speaker for our Memo- 


rial day program which is being held 
on Tusstay, 27, and I hope you 
will be able to help us out. 


The suvject matter of course would 
be left somewhat to the discretion of 
the speeker. Horever, if he touches 
some on Memoriai Day and then works 
into whet the Air Corps nas and what 
it needs, I believe it wovld be very 
interesting, especielly at the present 
time." 

Needless to say, both matters were 
given prompt attention. 

From April 1 to May 25, 1940, twelve 
eee of visitors were conducted 
hrough the Chenute Fielc Rranch of the 
Air Corps Technical School. These 
groups varied from 30 to 100 perscns 
each end spent at least three hours! 





up instrument time which most pilots 
| lack because of the ruling of no under- 
| the-hood flying in P-36's. Everyone 
ilikes the ship, and the performance is 
| surprising when compared with similar 
| ships at the flying school." 
| Besically, the AT-6 (North American) 
'edvenced training plane, is an improved 
imodel of the BC-1A (Basic Combat), which 
lwas selected after competition with 
| other entrants in tests conducted b 
| the Materiel Division at Wright Field. 
| it_is a two-plac>, low-wing monoplane 
|of ell-metal construction. The equip-— 
| ment includes instruments, flavs, con- 
| trollable pitch propeller, landing 
j lights, and retractable landing awd 
.It is powered with a 9-cylinder Pratt 
& Whitney radial engine. The gross 
|Welght is epproximately 5273 ome 
the wing span, 41 reet 10 inches. 
| One of the most interesting features 
‘of this plene is tne provision for 
"blind" Piying. Full cauipment is in- 
I stailed in the rear cockpit, together 
|with a blind flying hood under the 
i sliding canopy top. In emergency, the 
'hoou can be released eitner by the stu- 
|dent or by the safety pilot in the 
ifrout cocimit. 
| The primery use of the AT-6 will be 
las a transition airplane which will 
|provide students, whe have mastered 
|privary and Dasic treining airplanes, 
|witn the intermediate experience re- 
M secre before they are ready to fly 
suiters, Bombers end other tactical 

be As a secondary mission, the 

‘-§ will be sviteble for Air Corps 
pilots on duty awey from tactical 
units. By using this airplane to main- 
tain flying vroficiency, the larger and 
more expensive tactical airplanes will 
be left free for purely tactical pur- 
poses. 


~--000--— 
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PROMOTION CF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Lieut. Colonel Eubert V. Hopkins was promot- 
ed to Colonel (temporary), with rank from May 
27, 1940; Major Dache McC. Reeves to Lieut. 
Colonel (tenporany) and Captain Russell E. 

t 


Randall to Major 
June 6, 1940. 


emporary) with rank from 


The following-named First Licutenants of the 
Air Corps were promoted to Captain, with rank 


from June 12, 1940: 


Ralph P. Swofford, Jr. 
Paul E. Ruestow 
George F. Schlatter 
Howard M. McCoy 
Charles W. Haas 
Aubrey K. Dodson 

Mark E. Bradley, Jr. 
Douglas M. Kilpatrick 
Wiley D. Ganey 

Thetus C. Odom 
Walter C. Sweeney, Jr. 
Morris J. Lee 

Marvin L. Harding 
Birrell Walsh 

David H. Baker 

Jemes S. Sutton 
Edwin S. Perrin 

Neel E. Ausmean 


Troup Miller, Jr. 
William D. Eckert 
Leuris Norstad 
Millard Lewis 
Othel R. Deering 
John ©. Kilborn 
Cari A. Brandt 
Richard S. Freeman 
Harold 1. Smith 
Norman R. Burnett 
Richard J. O'Keefe 
Joseph A. Miller 
Kurt M. Landon 
Gerry L. Mason 

H. Paul Dellinger 
Daniel A. Cooper 
Sory Smith 

Peul ".. Blanchard, Jr. 


The following-named Second Lieutenants of 
the Air Corps were promoted to First Lieuten- 
ant, with ran: from June 12, 1940: 


Jack N. Donoher 
John D. Stevenson 
Nils 0. Ohman 
George L. Holcomb 
Wm. R. Clingerman, Jr. 
Walter Eclmman 
Richard P. Klocko 
Harold B. Wricht 
John F. Batjer 
Thomas A. Holdimen 
Kenneth §. “ade 
Donald B. Brummel 
John G. Eriksen 
Harry F. van Leuven 
Richard R. Barden 
Charles L. Roobins 
Wilbur H. Stratton 
Richard W. Fellows 
Whiteford C. Mauldin 
Bruce K. Holloway 
Alvord Rutherford 
Maurice A. Preston 
Ivan W. McElroy 
William K. Horrigan 
Alan D. Clark 
Robert H. Herman 
Floyd J. Pell 

James Y. Parker 

fam W. Agee, Jr. 
Robert Taylor, 3d 


John T. Shields 
Curtis R. Low 
Richard E. Hackford 
Harry E. Hammond 
Jeck E. Caldwell 
Edwin B. Broadhurst 
Charles B. Westover 
Horace Greeley 
Joseph A. Miller, Jr. 
Semel ©.Gurney, Jr. 
Harvey C. Dorney 
Conrad H. Diehl, Jr. 
Charles A. Sprague 
William E. McDonald 
Jasper N. Durham 
John R. Ulricson 
Lawrence A. Spilman 
William G. Hipps 
Marshall R. Gray 
Colin P. Kelly, Jr. 
Woodrow W. Dunlop 
Kenneth 0. Sanborn 
William J. Cain, Jr. 
Malcolm Green, Jr. 
Thomas E. Powell 
Charles W. Stark, Jr. 
Gordon C. Leland 
Morton D. Magoffin 
James T. Posey 
Render 1D. Denson 


oomgineenn 


WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 


To Barksdale Field, La.: Lieut. Colonel Wn. 
B. Mayer, from Scott Fielc, I11.; Captain 
Dixon M. Allison, from Selfridge Field, Mich. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: Captain Arthur Las. 
Smith, from olph Field, Texas; Captain 
Minton W. Kaye, from Hawaiian artment. 

To Cambridge, Mass.: lst Lieut. John B.Cary, 
from Hawaiian Department, to pursue course of 
instruction at Harvard Graduate School of Busi- 
ness Administration. 

To Dallas, Texes: 2nd Lieut. James B. Upton, 
from Randolph Field, for duty with Air Corps 
Training Detachnent, Dallas Aviation School 
and Air College. 

To Fort Myer, Va.: Major Arthur I. Ennis, 
from Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C., for duty with the Staff end 
Faculty of the Coast Artillery School. 

To Haweiien Department: Colonel Charles T. 
Phillips, relieved from detail as a member of 
the War Department General Staff, Washington, 
D.C.; Captain William C. Dolan, from duty with 
gend Observation Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: Colonel Shepler W. 
FitzGerald, from Hawaiian Department; 2nd Lt. 
Thomas E. Powell, from Moffett Field, Calif. - 

To Ladd Field, Fairbanks, Alaska: Najor 
Everett 5. Davis, zrom Bbarksaale Field, La. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Major Joseph Smith, 
Cepteins osep .4. Denniston, David P. 
Leubvech, lst Lts. Lauris Norstad, Kerl Trues- 
dell, Jr., 2nd Lts. Earl E. Bates, Jr., and 
Robert C. Sexton, from Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

To Lincoln, Nebr.: 2nd Lt. Maurice R.Leron, 
from Hendolph Field, for duty with Air Corns 
Training Detachment, Lincoln Airplane and Fly- 





























ing School. 
To MacDill Field, Tama, Fla.: Captains 
Draver fF. Henry end George %. Macnair, from 


Langley Field; lst Lt. Fdwin J. Timberlake,Jr., 
from Brooks Field, Texas. 

To McChord Field, Wash.: 1st Lieut. John 
A. Hilger, from Field, Calif. 

To March Field, Calif.: Major Byron E. 
Gates, from duty wita staff and faculty of the 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala. 

To Pasadena, Calif.: Lieuts. Carl F. Damberg 
and Charles H. Terhune, Jr., to pursue course 
of instruction at California Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

To Patterson Field, Ohio: Ceptein Murray C. 
Woodbury, from Wright Field, for duty with lst 
Transport Squadron. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: Ist Lt. Leslie 
Reybold, from duty wita Air Corps Training De- 
tachment, Grand Central Air Terminal ,Glendule, 
Calif. 

To Washincton, D.C.: Mejor James F.Phillins, 
from Kelly Fi eld, texas, for duty in Office of 
| the Chief of the Air Corps. 
| To Scott Field, ITll.: Lieut. Col. Wolcott 
P. Heyes, from duty at Hqrs. 4th Corps Area, 




















Master Sgts. Sidney Miller, 11th Bomb. Squad-| Atlanta, Ga. 


ron, Hamilton Field, Calif., and Daniol Stone, | 


Base Hqrs. and 6th Air Base Sqdn., Barksdale 
Field, La., are retired from active service, 


effective June 30, 1940. 


To Washington, D.C.: Captain Edward H. 
Alexander, from duty at Alan Hancock College 
of Aeronautics, Santa Marie, Celif., for duty 
| (Continued on Page 11) 
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PHOTOGRAPHY - HOW ACCOMPLISHED AT NIGHT 
By a Wright Field Fngineer 


The practice of taking aerial photo- {used to check the condition of the "B" 
ge wr at nicht presents a mumber of in- batteries in the electrical unit. When 
teresting problems, some quite technical: ln agi 9 — oe a . 
in nature. It also calls for the useof | rheosta pr8 adjusved bo give the pro 
scientific equinment and a technique Pata from tae airplane a 
which involves thorough preparation and | Ale li Peagees pal oe 
careful execution. The art of taking - -| pe Se geet mee RE Fy ne age 

ng Faye OF Licht ceflccted tron the” | Camera.” The sound of the clicking 

Zz rays o ght reflected Irom the | Camera. c) Y ay 3 
sub jec to fell upon a piece of sensi- | shutter —e ce that the — is in 

j teri isually : reaciness. $ main power switch is 
fin mith tight’. - az es Magers “_ now turned off, and o outt icient quanti- 

d into chenical meen * m top mony ity of film, either cut or roll, is 
eéa invc S. Trey, Wit > ! ’ ' » 
later in the developing process. A lens 'p Pye sag eg ho cee Ri Ata ~- 
. empioyec to rocus all the reflected | A number o ashiignt t Povo 
ight Irom one peint on the subject carried on each mission, in order tha’ 
upon a single point on the film, so |one bomb.will be availeble for each 
that_a sharpiy defined photograph will | Photograph to be taken. These bombs 
result. 'mast be carefully removed from the 

When aerial pictures are taken in | shipping container in which they are re- 
daylight, the camera is focused upon | ceived, and the suspension straps at- 
the desired subject matter and an ex- (tached if they are to be suspended ho- 

sure made in accordance with the in- ‘rizontally. They are suspended in the 
ensity of the sumiignt reflectec from | bomb racks and armed Dy_a short wire in 

ert | the same manner as demolition bombs. 


the suoject. AS night everything is 
different. The sudject is reflecting | When carried in the vertical position 
no light, because there is none to re- = in special racks, they ere placed and 
flect. Its location is not immeciate-  armsd in the meshed used for landing 
ly apparent, because the landmarics so 
familiar in daytime can no longer be 
seen. Neither are there beacons or 
radic beams to guile the airplame io 
the spot. The illumination necessary 
is provided by nhotoflash boubs dropped 
from the photographic airplane. The 
present bomb is the Type if12Al, woaich 
ls susvended horizontally in the bomb 
recks of the airplane, or may be mount- 
ec in a vertical position in racks pro- 
videc for the purpose. 

Tne cemera is precision equipment and 


| flares. All items must de checked to 

| insure that the bombs will fall free 

| Without any possibility of fouling. 

| Then these preparations have been com- 

| Pleted, the airpiene is reeiy to embark 
| won the photographic mission. ; 

| In the air, the camera phovo-electric 
| Cell is mage ready. The iccation of 

, the subject to be vhotographed is deter- 
|Minec by the pattern or groud lights, 

| by the sid of moonlight or syariignt if 
| available, or by the light of flares. . 
If mconlight or ground lights render the 


mast be handled with care. It is slec- 
tricelly operated by a photo-electric 
cell, or “electric eye," which causes 
the shutter to trip at the same instant 
the light from the bomb is illuminating 
the gromd. It is installed in a 
Cusaioned gimbal mount. 

Tue lens can is left in place to pre- 
vent injury to the expensive lens dur- 
ing take-off, or the camera is si 
into a position which will protect it 
from gravel or similar material which 
Might be throm against it. The photo- 
€lectric cell is mounted in a fixture 
Provided for the purpose. 

The camera mist be SaonOULy checked 
and tested before leaving the ground. 
When ell electrical connections have 


been made, it is wound by means of a 
hand crank, and the main power sritch 
‘urned on.  Auong other things, this op- 


eration illuminates a small voltmeter 
carrying a push button switch which is 





i subject visible, a trial flizht over it 
'is usually advisable. } 

| For this trial flight, the subject is 
|aporoached at the desired altitude, 
‘namely 2000 to 3500 fest, with the low- 
'est reasonable sneed of which the air- 
|plane is capable, and with the airmlane 
|thrust line as nearly horizontal as 
|possible. The airplane should be flom 
‘into the wind in order to eliminate er- 
|ror dus to drift and to permit the pho- 
| togrepher to determine the necessary 
,crad setting for the camera. On the 
trial run, the photographer mst also 
determine the point above which he must 
irelsases the photoflash bemb, in order 
thet the proper subject matter will be 
within the field of the lens when the 
bom) explodes. Here it must be remem- 
bered thet the M-12Al bomb explodes ap- 
proximately seven seconds efter release. 
Errors in judging the true vertical 
mm determining the point over which 





V-8491, A.C. 











to release the bomb will cause the de- | 
sired subject matter to lie away fron 
the center, or entirely outside of the 
area photographed. 

When the photographer signals the 
pilot that all is ready, a secondflight 
ls made over the area to be photogrann- 
ed. The film mist be placed in tne 
camera, the camera wound, the power 
turned on, and the camera leveled by 
means of its built-in spirit level. 

This latter operation insures that the 
exis of the camera does not deviate fran 
the vertical. When the proper spot has 
been attained at which to release the 
bomb’, the photographer vulls a handle 
loceted at his side, or, if releasing 
mechanism is not located at the camera 
station, signals the bombardier. As 
soon as the flash cf light from the 
bomb is otservecd, the power is turned 
off at the camera, and the same prepara- 
tions are repeated for successive photo- 
éraphs. 

It it is desired to make a mosaic 
strip of overlapping photographs, a . 
succession of bomos is dropped at prede-| 
termined intervels with the camera being! 
reset end tne film cuanged for each 
photograph. The determination of the 
proper bombing interval involves consid- 
€ravle calculation at present, but will 
be simplified by the use of a special 
Computer which has been designeda& the 
Materiel Division, and which will soon 
be subjected to service test. The com- 
muter will permit the calculations to 
be performet in a very few seconds dur- 
ing flight. Standard equipment is 
aveilable at the various fir Corps ac- 
tivities and mmerous satisfactory 
night photographs have been produced. 


——=—( -—— 


War Department Orders (From Page 9) 


in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

To Wright Field, Chio: lejor James E.Parker 
from duty witn staft and faculty of Air Corps | 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., for duty 
in Materiel Division. 

Relieved from duty with the U.S. Mission to 
Argentina, Buenos Aires, the following Air | 
Corps officers were assigned, as follows: 
Capts. John T. Murtha, dr., to Barksdale Field, 
La.; Elwood Re Quesada to Office of the Chief | 
of the Air Corns, Washington, D.C.3 and ist Lt.: 
Millard L. Haskin to Langley Field, Va. 


First Lieuts. George R 


~e 








} 


Smith and James F. 


stitute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass., are 


Field, Texas, respectively. 


prairies | tt 
Lt. Col. Oliver B. Ogthlin-aasxelteved tion |Stcagie 


assignment to the Haweiian Department and or- 


i The hanmer an 
ithe mein tools in the Sgvadron as crates 
Thompson, Jre, upon completion of their present wer 
course of instruction at the Massachusetts In- 


dered to proceed to his hometo await retirenent. 
ook hus 


| departing glance at the field. 


29TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP REACHES TAMPA 


Comments of the Correspondents of. the 
various units of the 29th Bombardment 
Groun, which moved recently from Lang- 
ley Field, Va., to Tanma, Fla., are 
given below, as follows: 


Ears. end Sars. Squadron: This Squad- 
rom GCISISUEL PCE} muccens fal move to 
MacDill Field on May 2lst, the last con- 
tingent arriving by train at 7:50 p.m. 
The personnel living off the post have 
been very busy trying to locate houses, 
unload their Turniture end become 
settled es best they could. At present 
tents are being set up and offices made 
ready for engineering, operations, etc. 

The people of Tampa have done every- 
thing possible to make the Army feel at 
home. <A service club has been organiz- 
ed. with its headquarters dovntowm, and 
a noncommissioned officers! club is in 
process of organizeticn. 

6th Pombardment Squadron: On Tuesday 
‘evening, 7:00 p.m., Mey cl, 1940, fif- 
teen Fullman and beggnze cars, repre- 
senting the major part of the Poth Bom- 
bardment Grovy, pulled irto Tazpa, 
Florida, to "take over" the nev South- 
eastern Arny Air Rese uncer tne Air 
Corps Expension Progrem. 

After a hurried meal, a quick shower, 
and chenge of univorm, the majority of 
men were ofs to tiicir new haven, "The 
Sunshine City," to make new connections 
over the old at ape ped Field, Va. 

It wasn't long afterward, though, that 
the effects of tho long and tiresome 

ourney could be seen on the faces of 

he soldiers and, as a resuit, dark 
silhouettes could be seen every few 
mirvies barely struggling along the 
enile-deep send at MacDill Field after 
trying to take in ths whole city in one 
short and warm oe 

Tampa, with its tall palmettos,large 
winter nomes and dancing pavilions, pro- 
vides a new type of recreation for tne 
soldierswhere it seems that the civili- 


an pg geens ere Coing everything pos- 
sible to make their stay a pleasant one. 


Until MecDill Field is completed, the 
crews cf the various eirplanes will op- 
erate from Drew Field, a distance of 
ebout four miles from Tampa. 

43ra Bombardment Squadron: Past ru- 
mors conceruing the moving to Florida 
became a thing of reality this month. 
saw immediately became 





e meade and ecuipment packed. For 
several days there was a humdrum of ac- 


t , | tivity, end finally the day arrived for 
assigned to Mitchel Field, N.Y., and Randolph | which everyone had been waiting. 


When 


the Hie | train departed from 2 
ere didn't seem to be en 
Wwindovs in the train as the men took a 


The 
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following night the train arrived in 
Tampa, where trucks were waiting to 


loading of the trains was started the 
next day, and between trips on the 
trucks the men were able to form an 
geeenon of MacDill Field and the vicin- 
i 


a their arrival in Florida, the 


OOOO 


| 2ND BOMB. GROUP IN SRD ARMY MANEUVERS 


‘ 
| 
| 


transport the men to the field. The un- 


The outstanding event of the vast 
several weeks was the participation of 
the 2nd Bombardment Group, of Langley 


|Field, Va., in the Third Army Maneuvers 
| in Louisiana. 


This Group, in collaboration with the 


'West Coast wnit, had been scheduled to 


men have found an attitude of good will | form the 1st Provisional Wing, but due 


everywhere they 0. The photo 

are kept busy taking various "shots" of 
the per gad of the — at anes The 
eopls of Tampa are doing everything © 

they can to make the acer feel at home 
and enjoy themselves. 





ocnd Poubardnent Squadron: Following 
the arrival of the main ocay or this 


Squadron and a hearty supper at MacDill 
Field, the men moved into the barracks 
prepered for them by the edvence echel- 
on. On the foliowing day, the task of 
unloading the supplies and equipment 
from the train was completed, and the 
men were given an opportunity to look 
over their new home. 

The men have taken a great liking to 


|Field, along 
'tains, over the "bottoms" of the 
|"Fetner of Waters," and at Barksdale 

| Field where the heat seemed to your re- 


anhers | to the delay in arrival of the latter 

; unit, the end Group tool over the func- 

'tions of the entire lst Win 

: 4 The fli 
| WO 


E @emteera teed like clock- 
superb weather at Langley 


rk, wit 
he route over the moun- 


| porter to be at its hot-test. 

| Qn the afternoon of May 2ist, opera- 
| tions were set in the Onerations Of- 
| fice of the 27th Rombardment Group (L), 
|and at 3:20 the Field Order came 

| through - the wer was on. Then followed 
: the hustling anc scurrying of a bus 

| staff, with crders, cenferences, an 


this section of Florida, and the typical) reperts ceming with clocis-like preci- 


Florida sunshine and cool nights have 
eppealed to then greatly. The resi- 

ts of Tampa have shown a warm wel- 
come to the personnel stationed here, 
end have taken a great deal of pride in 


having Tampa designated by the Army as 
the site of an Air Corps Tieid. 


~—=—0 ee 


TALKS ON THE ATR CORPS OVER THF AIR 


colonel Jacob W.S. Wuest, Commanding 
Officer of the Lengley Field Air Base, 
delivered a short talk over radio sta- 
tion WGH on Mey 29th. His subject was 
"The Army as a Cereer," and the talk 
ae P sag i 
y Air Corps cfficers wnder the general 
heading of "Highlights of the Air 


=Pps - 

Further talks were given_at 9:00 p.m. 
on June rd, Sta, 7th end 10th, the 
speakers being Lieut. Colonel Theodore 
J. noenizg, Commanding Cfficer of the 
25th Bombardment Greup (Heavy), of the 
GHQ Air Force; ilejor Malcolm N. Stewart, 
Commanding Officer of Hars. and Hors. 
Souadron, 2nd Bombardinent Group, GHQ 
Air Force; Major Demas T. Craw, Assist- 
and G-2, GHQ Air Force, and Lieut. Leo 
P. Dahl, Base Meteorologicel Officer, 
all of Langley Field. 


-——=—0 ee 


The 35th Pursuit Squadron, Ny 
Field, in conjunction with the 8th 
suit Group, made daily mass formation 
flights to Washington to represent the 
Air Corps at the Aviation Forum Meet 
held recently at Bolling Field, D.C 


Ue 
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| sion. 

|, After several busy, but well enjoyed 
‘days, we end our "big uns" lifted into 
'the air and spec. nome to Langley Field. 
| Altho bad weatner was encountered 
'elorg the way, our airplanes - in our 

| estimation the best there are - took 

; it in "stride." 

| In connection with these maneuvers, 

| we, the members of the end Bomsardment 
| Group, would like to we ly our thanks 
; to the personnel of Barksdale Field for 
ithe aid they extended to us, thus help- 
— successfully to carry out our 
pet. 
: ---0Co--- 


First in a series of broadcasts | 


' ADDITIONAL OFFICERS FOR 25TH PURSUIT 

| The ooth Pursuit Squedron, pengley 
|'Fieid, YVa., was eugmented with lé end 

' lieutenents who recently graduated from 
'the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
‘Texas. The flying personrel of the 

: Squadron consists of Captain Francis H. 
| Griswold, commanding; Jst Lieut. Peter 
‘McGoldrick, Adjutant; ond Lieuts.Norris 
i\Perry, Operations Officer; William XK. 
iMcNown, Senior Flight Commander; George 
|W. Hazlett, Mngineering Officer; Guy F. 
‘McCofferty, Commmnications Officer; 
|Gilbert L. Myers, Supply Officer; 

, Leonard C. Lydon, Mawin M. = , Wm. 
|W. Momrer, Joe X. McNay and Joe L.Mason. 
| The newcomers are James J.Flood,Ray- 
i;mond K. Gallagher, Eugene H. Faliwill, 
‘Vincent W. Howard, Mack BE. Hubbard, Hoyt 
|A. Jolly, Loren G. McCollom, David R. 


; McGovern, George FE. Meeks, Norman G. 
| Morris, John G. Patterson,Rob't T.Rose. 
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WINGS 


By Flying Cadets Delwin B. Avery and 
orge Ek. Brown, Univ. of Utah, 'd39 


"Do you want wings?" 

This question impressed me at first 
in mach the same mamner that anyone 
would be impressed if he were asked: 
"How would you like to have a million 
dollars?" It seemed rediculous to ms 
that anyone vould not like to learn to 
fly. Most of us have gone through that 
pre-adolescent period when the heroes 
of our young eyes were firemen, locomo- 
tive engineers, and, in the last decade, 
airplane pilots. Also, most of us,per- 
haps fortunately, never attain those 
youthful goals. However, I really 
wanted wings. 

Early last spring the ey of 
2 yen my ambition to become an air- 
plane ilot was plopped in my lap by 
the U.S. Army Air Corps, which launched 
its mach publicized expansion progran 
at that time. The cost of flying train- 
ing is so gros that it had been entire- 
ly beyond the reach of people like my- | 
self who were fresh out of college end 
fresh out of méney. Brief investigatim 
of the 's plan revealed an astound-- 
ing offer to men of my status. Not 
) would we learn how to fly from the 
best instructors in the world, but in 
addition we would be paid $75.00 per 
month, plus our cloth board and 
room. ter graduat from the nine 
months' course, we would be offered a 
$250 per month vosition. What could I 
lose? I literally grabbed at this of- 
fer with both hands. 

I soon learned, however, that the Air 
Corps required a few things of me be- | 
fore I would be accepted. First, Imst_ 
meet the physical requirements. This 
examination is to select physically nor- 
mal applicants and eliminate those with 
defec Poet or fiins woe might pg 
aggravate > training. Ss 
sounded peanihin te me. Second, I mst 
meet certain educational requirements. 








| make 


'up for me. 





I mst furnish documentary evidence of 
grecnattan from, or sati 
ion of two years! work at, a reco: 
ed college or university, or pass an 
examination the scope of which covers 


the equivalent of tivo years of college | 

work. Su I 
ppose ; . 

‘ a accepted |from as 

Ree week Steet F tee | imagined, a Tife that opened w 


I began to rationalize. 
met the re 
as a Flying Cadet. What then? I would 
be sent to one of the nine civilian 
schools scattered thro ut the coun- 
try, where I would receive flying and 
ground school instruction under 
supervision. After completing three 
months! Sig we Brg » I would be 
sent to the West Point of the Air, Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, where I would re- 


? 
so | 
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ceive three months' "basic" training in 
a mich larger and faster airplene. ‘then 
would come the final three months of "ad- 
vanced" flying at Kelly Field. Here I 
would be taught how to put to practical 
use the training of the previous six 
months. Cross-country ying day and 
night, advanced instrument " Lina" fly- 
ing, radio-beam fl - all these com- 
prise the course at the Army's Advanced 
ying School. When this course was 
completed, I would receive a commission 
as Second Lieutenant in the Air Corps 
Reserve and be sent to one of the Army 
Air Corps tactical units for active 
duty in the best and fastest equipment 
in the world. Here I would be allowed 
to compete for a permanent commission 
ir I chose to do so. 

This was en opportunity I could hard- 
ly afford to decline. I had everything 
to gain. After nine months, I would be 
Iaking more money than I could hope to 
or many years following the civil 
profession for which I had prepared my- 
self in college. A new life had opened 
Besides financial security, 
here lay the chance tc step in on the 
eround Tloor of the mest promising pro- 

agssion or industry on earth. It look- 
ed like a perfect post-graduate. course 
for me. I would be preparing myself 
for such future work as airline 
ing, aviation sales and production,air- 
plane designing and, above all, for a 
permanent commission in the United 
States Army Air Corps. 

With all of these factors playing an 
important pert in my decision, I met 
the educational requirements and took 
the physical examination. The examina- 


| tion was severe in that it required ab- 


solute normality anatomically, nervous- 
ly, and mentally. Somehow I passed. 
After a month of impatient hem I 
was informed that my application ha 
been accepted, that I had met. and pass- 
ed all the examinations and had all the 
prerequisites necessary for appointment 
as a Flying Cadet, U.S. Army Air Corps. 
Enthusiastically, eagerly, and again 


tory comple- impatiently, I awaited the day that I 
mag | 'was to leave for San Diego 
| where I was to reccive my 
| months of 


Calif., 
lee Ee 
rimary tr r a yan 
Schceol of Rerenentice. 

Upon my arrival at San Bieg) I step- 
ed into a new life, a life different 

I had ever experienced or 
before 
me a glittering panorama that left me 
pg og Meeting my classmates show- 
ed me that we were a group of widowqyed 
freshmen who had just set foot on a big 


campus. Here we were, most of us col- 
lege graduates, fired with ambition and 


confidence, cock-sureness, egotism and 


"wordliness," looking and acting like a 
V-8491, A.C. 





group of college freshmen getting their 
irst taste of "higher education." How 
soon we were to learn that we really ~. 
were freshmen, that we were just a 

a& curriculum as intensively inter- 
esting, as comprehensively complete, as 
anything we 


lege! 

hile at San Diego, we received in- 
struction in Ingine Theory, Theory of 
Flight, Navigation, Meteorology, and 
related subjects, from the emic 
staff of the Ryan School. Our flying 
instructors were men of long experience, 
thoroughly qualified in all es of 
flying, selected because of their ebil- 
ity and personality.. Each civilian in- 
structor had passed the epectat train- 
ing course given at Randolph Field by 
the Army for the selection of instruc- 
torsto carry out the program of the ex- 
pansion. 

The first three months at Sen Diego 
were a period of adjustment, of learn- 
ing, of work, of regimentation, inter- 
rupted frequently by pleasant relaxa- 
tion, athletic participation and social 
functions. Our life was full and con- 

lete, and vastly interesting. The 
ivay had taken a heterogeneous group of 
yo men from every ' of life, pour- 
ed t into a common mold, and at the 
end of three months, launched them 
upon the second e of train 

which, when completed, would include 


them amongst the best military pilots 
of their . 
From the first intensely excit 


ment of my first solo flight, $0 ahe 
completion of my last check flight at 
San ae the achievement of gradua- 
tion and the obtaining of "wings" 
became en obsession, a challenge to me. 
Initiative, self-reliance, cooperation, 
courage, consideration for others,team- 
work, character, honesty, and many 
other attributes were required, and 
they all challenged me to prove to my- 
selrt, instructors, friends, and most of 
all, the Army, that I could and would 
win my “wings." 

Of necessity, there were some of our 
Classmates who were eliminated. Some 
men could not learn to land their 
peanes perfectly on three points and at 

he same time put their wheels down 
within a forty-foot circle from 500, 
800, andl, feet above the field. 
Others always seemed to get mixed up 
when <1 yong acrobatically upside dom 
while practicing loops, slow rolls, 
snap rolls, and Immelman turns. They 
lacked the ability to maintain their 
orientation no matter in what position 
they might find themselves. Ina 
course as comprehensive and complete as 
this one, not everyone "has what it 
takes." Some, through no fault of 
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ever experienced in col- 


— ee eee 


their_own, lack what instructors choose 
to call "inherent fl ing ability." ‘Tith- 
out it a student might e dangerous not 
only to himself but also to the men fly- 
ing in other airplanes, The Air Corps 
refuses to take that or any other | 
chance. It is no reflection on the in- 
dividual to be "washed out" or eliminat- 
ed from this course. It is a contin- 
gency that mst be faced by the person 
concerned, and with it comes the reali- 
zation that it is for the best inter- 
ests of everyone. Those who have been 
eliminated need not feel ashamed or 
thet they are failures. Instead, it 
should give them a feeling of pride and 
self-satisfaction to know that they be- 
longed, even for a short while, to the 
finest groun of men who fly. 

ter comleting the three months' 
train et. San Diego, I was .transfer- 


| red to Randolph Field, Texas, to con- 


tinue the training that had now become 
so mich a part cf my life. My first 
view of this beautiful magic city, as 
it unfolded before my eyes, me 
asp. The bright Texas. sun reflecting 
rom the red-tiled roofs, the beautiful 
lendscaping end gardens, the winding 
drives, the clean white stucco homes 
errenged in perfect symmetry, all appear 
to have been reproduced from the fanci- 
ful imagination of an architect dream- 








| the strict discipline, the-inevitabd 


ing of his Utopia. Randolph Field is 
like an oasis in the vast Texas plain, 
retaining always its individuality, its 
refinement, its dignity. 

I amperegrty became conscious that, 
as nev and different as my life had 
besn for the past three months, the 
next three months at Rendolph were to 
be even more different and new. Randoly: 
Field, steeved in tradition, honor,and 
Giscipline, gave me my first real con- 
ception of what the word "officer" 
means. Uninitiated and untutored as I 
was in the ways of the "militaire," I 
at first believed the stringent discip- 
line, the hard and fast rules and regu- 
lations, the impersonal, unquestioning 
manner in which orders were given and 
accepted, were unfair and unjust. After 
the first fev weeks, however, I came to 
realize that behind the hours of oa 

e 


oo 


| inspections and parades, there ley a 


| purpose and a pl 


‘ an. The comprehensive 

| training to which we were subjected 
served to fit us better to become offi- 

| cers and gentlemen; it enabled us to 

| be better prepared to fulfill the du- 

_ties thet would become ours upon gradu- 

| ation. 

After three months of stu 


ing, of 


lying, and of occasional relaxation, 
Rando Field became another stepping 
stone to my future, and I was transfer- 


| 
| 
| £1 
| 
| 


red to Kelly Field. Here at Kelly, the 
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line of demarcation between officers and 
gadets is not so pronounced. There is 
not_ the constant supervision; the dis- 
cipline is not so severe; an more 
time is given for relaxation. We are 
now on the last phase of our training. 
Every day we fly wing to wing in tight 
formation over the vast Texas plains. 
Formation flying appeared very daring 
at first, but has become quite simple 
with practice end with the instruction 
of our flight comanders. We put to 
practical application our earlier cours- 
es in navigation, visiting on cross- 
country, in the most modern training 
lenes in the world, such toms as Dal- 
as, Houston, Brownsville, and Corpus 
nristi. 

Our first cross-country was to a 
little ee landing field 55 miles 
south of Kelly Field, called Pawnee. It 
is very iifficult to find because of 
the lack of outstanding landmarks in 
its vicinity and becaxse it blends in 
sO well with surrounding ficlds. We 
generally have a little bet among our- 
scives as to who will and who will not 
find it. I didn't mind losing a veger, 
but I felt rather silly when an instruc- 


tor flew up beside my plane and told me 
by radio that I had rlowm directly over 


Pawnee 20 minutes ego. on classinates 
on the ground saw me finally arrive 
from the wrong direction, trailing the 
instructor. wever, by greduation, it 
would not be boasting to say that I 
shell be proficient o return to 
ny former campus at the University of 
Utah without ever seeing the ground ex- 
cept for landings and take-offs. At 
the end of the course we will make 
cross-country trips flying under the 
hood on instruments and radio only. 

The highlight of my training at the 
Air Corps Flying School was night fly- 
ing. Those who have never flow at 
night certainly have a thrill in store 
for them. The world is not the one we 
know, but hides beneath a shadowy coat 
studded with flashing jewels - a new 
world in itself, and a very beautiful 
one. 

Graduation and the coveted "wings" 
ere now but a matter of weeks away. As 
I now look back over the past seven 
months, for the first time I feel that 
my chances of graduation are good. The 
fear of elimination has, until now, teen 
ever present. It has been no easy 
achievement. It has been a period of 
uncertainty, of constant endeavor, of 
countless nights spent wonder ing whether 
I would still be on the roll in a week 
or a month. Every day has been a test 
of my questionable ability of what I 
had learned the day or the week or the 
month before. 

Contrary to the general concensus of 


Opinion, aviators are not a 
rettle-brained daredevils. 

a i. - a job to perform. M 
mate, 
what I find difficult to express, thus: 


Colonel Rosenham Beam 
been detailed to the tnspector General 's 
Department , the former reporting f 

Ww 
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oh of 
We all have 
class- 


Flying Cadet Perry, has phrased 
"To who are not pilots, the ul- 
timate aim of eiying is often overlook- 
ed, obscured by the spectacular. When 
a pit has mastered his ship and ac- 
quired a working knowle in meteorol- 

-Ogy and other sudjects relevant to 
Tilght, the ose of aviation un- 
folds itself. The long hours spent in 
ground school and in the air are the 
means to an end, which is the accom- 
plishment of a mission. | 

"The task a civil pilot is en- 
trusted with and the military mission 
of Netional Defense, thoug they dif- 
fer in purpose, involve the same prin- 


ciples: The principles governing 
flight. They are too many to be enu-~ 
merated. It is only after hours of 


flying, cften tedious - more often, 
however, greatly enjoyed - that the 
»~ilot arrives at en underst ng of 
the importance of his mission. More 
then meets a ating: a ship to its 
destination, it is the accomplishment 
of an assigned task, the overcoming 

of obstacles often considerable, and 
behind it all, the significance of 
man's flight through the atmosphere. A 
realization of this, coupled with the 
fascination peculiar to flying, and to 
nothing else in the same sense, raises 
aviation from merely an avocation to a 
continuum of experiences, which defines 
it as a profession." 

It wasn't patriotic fervor or emotion- . 

al peng that made me take the 

step that I did last spring, but still 

I enjoy the wonderfully satisfying feel- 
ing of knowing that I am in a position 
wnere I can best serve my country in 
event of prea og i I have at least an 
appreciation of the expression "patriot- 
ism." No, it wasn't sense of duty; it 
Was primarily the realization of a 
dream end the me gate 2 f to make a “ 
—_ living that prompted me to enter 
his particular profession. I am proud 
in every sense of the word for wha’ 

lies behind me and am looking forward 
to my future with the cambodian that I 
definite and tangible 
fe) = my life. 


Colonel Herold A. Strauss and Lieut. 
Air Corps, have 


have somethin 
around which 


or 
y to the Commanding General of the 


Panama Cenal Department and the latter 
to the Commanding Genera]. of the 
Hawaiian Department. 


~~-000-—— 
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BOMBING.AND GUNNERY RANGES FOR AIR CORPS | tion and gunnery ranges in order to 
femiliarize themselves with all types 
A recent announcement of the Secretary! of terrain over which they might te re- \ 
of War, Hon. engi Bg" Woodring, is to quired to operate." : 
the effect that the War Department is ---090--- j 
taking immediate steps to acquire bomb- | a. 
ing and gumery ranges for the Army Air | AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL GRADUATIONS 
Corps in the vicinity of Sacramento, ee ; 
Calif.; Wendover, Utah, and Tonapah, | On May 24, 1940, the Chanute Field 
Nevada. Brench of the Air Corps Technical 
Because of the rapid expansion of the | School, Rantoul, Ill., graduated 128 | 
Army Air Corps during the year just | students. Of this number, 95 were grad- | 
sed and the further expansion now 'uated from the Airplane Mechanics 
eing undertaken under the recently an- | course, 23 from the Aircraft Metal- 
nounced directive of the President of | Workers course and 10 from the Aircraft 


the United States, there is en urgent | Welders course. 
necessity for adequate bombing and gun- |_ Two Majors of the Argentine Army Air 
nery renzes for use by the Army Air | Corps were among those who eraduated on 
Corps Bombardment Groups on the West (the above date, Iuis E. Brauela and 
ast. The areas were selected as a Gustavo Hermanson, from Buenos Aires, 
result of a careful st which has Argentina. Upon return to their native 


been made by a Board of Air Corps offi- | country, these officers will further 
cers. A ag =) heaeg of the ranges sel- | introduce the aa standards of Aneri- 
ected is as follows: | can aviation in their nation. 
Sesremeto, Celis t This range is | Relow is a list of the mumber of stu- 
located 15 miles east of tho City of | dents m0 remustes May 24, 1940, from 
Sacramento and immediately adjacent to | courses and stations, as indicated: 
Mather Field, which was established | Aircraft. 
during the World Wer for the training | Airplane Netal Aircraft 
of pilots. It is Le meg 4500 Mechanics Workers Welders 
acres in area and lies about feet 











ebove sea level. This range will eaf- | Argentine 
ford. an excellent all-year vractice Arny A.C. 2 ~ ai 
bombing and gunnery r for units sta-| Barksdale 9 2 ~ 
tioned at Hamilton Field. Bolling 6 1 =~ 
Tonap-h, Nevada: The site is south Chanute 2 3 1 
end east of Tonapah; is irregular in Duncan —_ 1 ~ 
shape; and is about 60 x 90 miles in Fort Crook — 1 ~- 
area. It lies at an altitude of 6,000 (Fort Lewis 2 _ ~ 
feet above sea level which varies to Fort Riloy i _ _ 
9,000 feet at the tops of the mcuntains | Fort Sill ) — a 
located in the same area. The country (hamilton 5 3 ee 
is wasteland, rough and broken, and | Kelly 3 1 mee 
contains very littie vegetation. It is wanes ey 5 2 2 
a part of the piblic domain. The March 16 5 3 
comtry surrounding the area is unin- Maclill -— | -— 
yx. ; a 5 rename Sees tneas he excel- ones o a o 
ent for -year bombing and gunner fidcletown 2 -- -- 
practice. ” r Mitchel cf 1 1 
Wendover, Utah: This range has been | Moifett 3 1 — 
selected 1or use as a high altitude New Jersey 
gunnery and bombing range. It lies Coest Guard -- = 1 
east of Wendover, Utah, and is sbout Randolph 6 -- -— 
54 x 108 miles in size. Lying about Scott. 2 — 2 
4,000 feet above sea level, if consists | Seifridge 5 1 a 
of the bed of a dry lake, flat and hav- | Stevart 1 -- a= 
ing no vegetation. Weather conditions Total 55 oo 10 
oo round practice are excel- ame irplane mechanics were members 
mo pioperly train Air Compe teciica |2f, "He Deveiber, clase, ich won the 
units, almost’ continuous use of a prac- | end the fact that $5 of the 100 did 
tice range within one hour's flying dis-| eraguate further attests to the High 
tance of the home base is a pees ep Ae Calibre of the students. However, the 
ft rp red Tag ees H. Arnold ef| A.M. classes were increased from 100 to 
of the Army Air peg recommending 200 students during the early vart of 
che Sxmeelt len OL Nea eneen.- Py da March, 1940; 100 of this number attend- 
so necessary our personn ake (ing classes in the new schoolfacilities 
periodic use of high altitude demoli- ent, the renainder receiving instruction 
in the old area. 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL AUGUSTINE WARNER ROBINS 
SC I 


The Air Corps was shocked on Sunday 
morning, June 16th, to hear of the sud- 
den death of Brigadier General Augustine 
Warner Robins, who succumbed. te a heart 
attack at Randolnh Field, Texas. 

On the death of General Robins the 
Air Coros and the Army heve lost an of- 
ficer OF great experience and outctand- 
ing ability in aviation, and his imu- 
merable friends in all branches of the 
service will mourn the passing of a 
een friend and an inspiring ex- 
ample. 

soneral Rebins was born in Gloucester 
County, Virginia, on September 29, 
1882. He attended high school in 
Richmond, Virginia, and was appointed 
to the United States Military Academy 
in 1903. Upon greduation from West 
Point he was assigned to the Twelfth 
Cavalry at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

He served with his brai in the 
Philippines and at Fort Robinson, 
Nebraska. In 1912, he went to the 
Wilitary Academy as en instructor in 
mathematics. A year later he was with 
the Cavalry agai at Fort Meade, South 
Dekota, and then became a student at 
the liounted Service School. He was a 
member of the Punitive Expedition to 
Mexico in 1916 and remained on the 
Mexican Border until September, i917, 
by which time he had been promoted to 
a Captain of Cavalry, and eepeanved a 
Major of Aviation Section, Signai 
Coros. 

General Robins' first assignment in 
aviation was at Scott Field, where he 
began his flying training in 1917. He 
continued his training at Park Field, 
Millington, Tennessee, and oualirfied 
for the rating of Junior Military 


Aviator on August 9, 1918. Thereafter 
he served successively at ee 5, td 
in the Office of the Director of Air 


Service in Washington, and at the Air 
Depot at Fairfield, Ohio, which he com- 
manded until 1926. In June of that 
yeer he took a Special Observer's 
course at Kelly field, Texas, and ob- 
tained the rating of Airplane Observer. 
Returning to the Fairfield Air Denot, 
Generel Robins remained on duty there 
until 1928, when he went to the Air 
Corps Tactical School at ee! Field. 
From this duty he was assigned to com- 
mond the San Antonio Air Depot, where 
he served until November, 1931, when 
he went to the Materiel Division at. 
Wright Field. In_1933, General Robins 
went to the Army Industrial College in 
Washington, which was followed by a 
tour at the Army War eee: Ss 
latter course was interrupted in the 


-_ 





spring of 1935 by his appointment as 
Assistant Chief of the Air Corps with 
the rank of Brigadier Generel. He held 
this rank and assignment as Chief of 
the Materiel Division at Wright Field 
for the normal period of four years. 
Upon completion of this duty, on Febru- 
ary 24, 1939, General Robins resumed 
his Regular Army rank of Colonel, and 
entered upon his last assignment as 
Commanding Officer of the Air Corps 
Training Center. During his last tour 
at Randolph Field, he carried out the 
difficult task of supervising the fly- 
ing training of the expanded Air Corps 
with outstanding skill end success. 
His loss at this time of national emer- 
gency deprives the Air Corps of_one of 
its ablest efficers end most gallant 
gentiemen. ; 
Surviving General Robins are his 
widow, Mrs. Dorothy H. Robins, and 
three daughters, Dorothy, Klizabeth and 
Helen, all of Randol field, Texas. 
The deepest sympathy of the Air Corps 
is extended to his —" family. 


NEW COURSES AT CHANUTE FIELD 


Tvo new courses of instruction were 
recently added to the curriculum of the 
Chenute Field Branch of the Air Corps 
Technical School, one for Weather Oo- 
servers and the other for Weather Fore- 
casters. The first group to reccive 
instruction in the Weather Observers' 
course at Chanute Field will begin 
their class on August 12, 1940. Forty 
students will be enrolled in the class 
which will be conducted over a period 
of 22 weeks. The Forecasters course 
will cover a period of 29 weeks, and it 
will oven on September 16th with a 
Class or 35 students. There will be only 
one class ror —— annually. 

0 


FLIGHT SURGEONS GRADUATE 


The following-naemed medical officers 
who have been pursuing a three months' 
basic course of instruction at the 
School of Aviation Medicine, Randolph 





Field, Texas, graduated as Flight Sur- 
geons on June 14, 1940. They were as- 


Signed to the station appear efter 
Caco name, viz: 

Captains Louis K. Pohl, MacDill Field, 
Tampa, Fla.; Jack P. Scott ana lst Lt. 
Adento A.S. D'Amore, Langley Fieid, Va.; 
Klidred LaM. Gann and lst Lieut. Hubert 
T. Elders, Barksdale Field, La.; lst 
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-trucks that we were ferrying back to 


Lieuts. John A. Booth, Patterson Field, 
Ohio; ne M. Martin, Bolling Field, 
St... Robert W. Robinson, Chanute | 
Field, Ill. | 

Following introductory remarks by 
Lieut. Colonel Fabian L. Pratt, Medical |! 
Corps, Commandant of the School, 2 in- | 
trceauced Lieut. Colonel David N.W.Grant,| 
M.C., Chief of the Medical Division, 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
who delivered a very interesting and 
inspiring address. Major John M. Har- | 
greaves, u.C., Director of the Depert- 
ment of Opthalmology ani Otology of the | 
School, then presented diplomas to the | 
students, adding his personal congratu- | 
lations and woras of good cheer. The | 
invocation and benediction were deliv- 
ered by Chanlain E.J. Griffin. A nun- 
ber of distinguished guests, relatives 
and friends of the student officers 
were present. 

The present class makes the fifty- 
second 1.0 graduate from the School 
since its establishment in 1919. In 
eddition to the resident courses, the 
School elso conducts a correspondence | 
course for medical officers of the Or- | 

nized Reserves and National Guard. | 

here ere 609 students enrolled in this | 
course at the present time. 

Another basic course will begin on 
July 15, 1940. Fourteen medical offi- 
cers Of the Regular Army are now under 
orcers to report for ihis course, as 
follows: Captain Richard L.Bohanton and 
lst Lieut. Charles E. Melcher, ey 
Field, Va.; Captain Cherles F. Eoughey 
end lst Lieut. Jom T. Martin, litvche 
Field, L.I., New York; Captains ‘iilliam 
F. Cook, MecDill Field, Tempa, Fla.; 
John R. McGraw, McChord Fieid, Wash.; 
John Brancato, iiaxwell Field, Ala.; Ist 
Lieuts. Elwmod &. Baird, Randoiph Field, 
Texas; Julius J. Snyder, Maroh Field 
Calif.; William K. Suiliven, Barksdale 
Field, La.; James W. Brown, Haailton 
Field, Calif.; George S. Foyer, Fort 
Riley, Kansas; Raymond C. Stiles, Fort 
Knox, oF and Roger L. O'Toole, Scott 
Field, fll. a 
m=) te 


BALLOON SQUADRON RETURNS FROM MANTZUVERS 


"The old fightin' First Balloon Squad- 
ron," says the News Letter Corresyvond- 
ent, “is back at Fort Sill after a 
month of maneuvers with the Third Army 
in the Sabine Area. 

"The Squadron left Leesville, La., on 
the morning of 1} erth at 4:00 a.m., 
for the return trip to Fort Sill. As 
we were 'blessed' with some worn out 














Fort Sill to be turned into the Quarter- 
master at this station, our progress. 





was somewhat hampered by having to tow 
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several of them; and, too, rain squalls 
and thunderstorms forcec us to land end 
stay on the ground for about two hours. 
However, before dark the Squadron was 
bivouacked at Hensley Field. 

"Perhaps the trocps who participated 
in the Thir2 Army Maneuvers thought 
thet they wore accustomed. to heavy 
reins, but cis corresnundent has never 
before seer a rain that covid compare 


| with the oue that fell at Hensley Field 


on the night of May 27th. All avail- 
able canoes, dcats, rubber bocts, pon- 
toons, etc., were put into use and, as 
a result of this action, no cesuelties 
were reported from drowning. The next 
mominz each track hed to be Jed to 


Pm rround with the aid of the ‘spider' 


and the strength of the entire Seuad- 
ron. By ten o'clock we were on the 
last leg of our return trin. This was 
made without trouble, the balloon hav- 
ing to dodge numerous thunderstorms on 
the way in, and the Squadron arrived 
at #o2rt Sill, intact, at 5:00 p.m. 
"During the month of hay, the Squad- 


‘ron piled up a total of 136 hours and 


40 minutes’ pilot time, and for the 
maneuver as a whole a total of 170 
hours and 35 minutes. The balloon was 
flown under extrenely adverse condi- 
tions mach of the time, and lending 
safely in the fields entirely covered 
with burnt stumps required no little 
skill on the part of our pilots. With 
this total of pilct hours, we believe 
thet this is some sort cf a record for 
a C-6 motorized belloon." 
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WAR DEPARCMENT ORDERS 








Majors Norman D. Brophy and George V..idcPike 
are relieved from duty as instructors at the 
Army Industrial College, Yashington, D.C., and 
assirned to duty at the Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio. 


Major Edmund P. Geines is relieved from duty 
at Wright Field, Ohio, and assigned to duty at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 


lst Zieuts. Norman L. Peterson, Clark L. 
Hosmer, Rayxond T. Lester end David H. Kennedy 
are assigned to duty, respectively, at Langley, 
Selfridge, Moffett and McChord Fields upon the 
completion of their present course of instruc- 
tion at the Californie Institute of Technology. 
Pasadene, Calif. 

Colonel Arthur G. Fisher is relieved from 
duty at Scott Field, Ill., and assigned to 
duty et Headquerters, 9th Corps Area, Presidic 
of Sen Francisco, Calif. 

Selected for detail as students ai the Com 
mand and Generel Staff School, Ft.Leavenworth, 
for the Feb. 1941 course, are: Lt. Colonels 
Chas. E. Brenshaw, Neal Creichton, Thoras ‘Y. 
Eastey, Paul J. Mathis, Majors FE. V.Farbeck, 
Don Mcileal, Edward M. Morris, Cerl W. Pyle, 
Capts. Charles F. Born and James B. Burwell. 
V-8491, A.C. 
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“HES (OMING DOWN IN A LINK TRAINER 














